
Sheldon Irish Pétanque Going International

Most people do not know anything about pétanque, let alone that Eugene has been invited to train teams to compete at the 2011 Junior World Championships.   If you haven’t heard about it before, it’s no wonder.  Eugene’s high school league is the only one in the country.

Pétanque is the French version of bocce ball.  Usually associated with
older men in berets, it is very popular internationally and is being
considered for inclusion in the Olympics.

Locally, French teachers in Eugene started a club league in 1998
mostly as a cultural enrichment activity for French students, but all students are welcome.  Volunteering about 100 hours a year to
coaching, our goal has been to provide a low cost activity that
encourages more students to get connected in the school community.   
Since its inception, it has given over 700 students a place to belong
and exposed them to the positive lessons a team sport can teach about competition and good sportsmanship.  Since all players are members of the Eugene Pétanque International Club, we teach our players that we are a league first, team second, and individuals third.  Pétanque has been especially good for students who have never participated in a sport to get outside and participate in a social, outdoor activity.  Unlike many sports, they can play pétanque for the rest of their lives.

We have always been committed to providing an activity that is
accessible to all students and puts everyone on an equal footing.   
Boys and girls compete side by side.  Injured or students with disabilities have participated as well, and they have excelled.  Equipment, uniform and club fee only cost $48 and the time commitment is a very manageable 2-3 hours per week in the fall and spring with all matches being local.   Students can even earn a varsity club sport letter for participation.

Another big reason it is accessible to all comers is that it is easy
to be successful even as a complete novice.  All that needs to be done
is to roll a 1.5 pound metal “boule” about the size of a baseball
closer to a small target jack than the other team.  But pétanque also
provides challenges for those who want to take it beyond a fun
activity to the level of a sport.  The world record for throwing a
boule and hitting another one 10 meters away is 992 out of 1000
throws...in one hour.  That’s throwing one boule every 3.6 seconds at
a phenomenal 99.2% success rate, much higher than any free throw
record in basketball, and much more difficult.

What’s next?  Marist high school has already built a regulation
court.  Monsieur Mike at Churchill is working to build one at the CHS campus where players can train year round and PE classes may be able to include pétanque into their curriculum.  Sheldon is hoping to be next.

Anyone interested can see Mme Barley.  Adults are welcome to play at
University Park at 24th and University on Wednesday and Sunday
afternoons. Visit the EPiC website at: http://sites.google.com/site/eugenepetanqueiclub/home 

